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IMPORTANT!!
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CAUTION!

When working with the Building dryer GT38 in any wa y, always switch off  and
unplug the power cord from the socket or shut down  the power from the main
circuit panel. 

The ventilator will turn on without any warning.

Technical Safety 

Before connecting Building dryer GT38, compare and ensure that the unit’s
requirements are suitable for your electrical netwo rk (e.g. Voltage and
frequency). These requirements must be met in order  to avoid any damages to
the device. If in doubt ask your electrician.

The electrical safety of Building dryer GT38 is onl y guaranteed when the unit is
connected to a properly protected conductor system.  It is very important that
these basic safety requirements are met. If in doub t, check the electrical wiring
with a qualified electrician. The manufacturer cann ot be held responsible for the
damage caused by a missing or a ruin in the protect ive conductor (e.g. electric
shock) after installing the unit, ensure that the v entilators are free from any
obstructions. 
 
Improper installation / maintenance / repair may en danger the user. Let an
equipped and qualified professional electrician car ry out installation /
maintenance / repair for you. 
All rights reserved.

Warning: These safety instructions must be followed ! 

Building dryer GT38   Eng. Dirk Ottenhues Bergstraße 15 49545 Tecklenburg                                                                                2



Building dryer GT38 Instruction Manual                                                                          

Contents
A.  Product information....................................................4
B.  Front Panel.................................................................6
C.  Operations .................................................................7
D.  Dealing with mildew and moisture .............................9
E. Installation examples ................................................10
F. Cleaning and safety instructions ...............................14
G.  Specifications...........................................................14
H. Disposal instructions.................................................15

Building dryer GT38   Eng. Dirk Ottenhues Bergstraße 15 49545 Tecklenburg                                                                                3





Building dryer GT38 Instruction Manual                                                                          

Install the ventilation unit. Attach the exhaust ventilator cable in the right slot under the
control unit. Plug the power cord into the socket. Now switch on the control unit. All
LED’s will flash briefly for a control check.

The device is automatic and maintenance-free. 

The device is suitable for the following areas: 

- Basement
- Laundry room
- Utility room
- Garages
- Small storage rooms 
- Small warehouses 
- Chalets 
- Cottage Garden Plot 
- Camping (permanent residence): Caravans and mobile 
- Etc. 

>>> Note: The ventilation unit is designed for rooms up to a size of 220 cubic meters.
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B.  Front Panel

The clear and simple control panel is as follows: 
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C.  Operations 

1. Green LED “Dry” 
This LED illuminates when the internal air contains less then 7g of water per cubic
meter (absolute humidity).

>>>Note: The Potentiometer minimum temperature setting “inside” might not mean
“extra dry” (No.4). 

Physical dependence:
Absol. Humidity Temperature Relative Humidity

7g 25°C ~ 30% 
7g 20°C ~ 40% 
7g 15°C ~ 55% 
7g 10°C ~ 75% 

As you see, the same absolute humidity at different temperatures has a different
relative humidity’s.

If this limit is crossed due to the moisture intake (wet walls, wet clothes, wet car in
garage, etc.) and the outside air is drier then the inside air, then the ventilators will
start. The green LED “Dry” disappears.

2. Yellow LED “Ventilator ON” 
The LED illuminates when the ventilators are on and an exchange of air takes place. 

3. Red LED “Outside air is not OK”
This indicates that the outside air is humid compared to the inside air. 

Integrated in addition. The LED signals when the sensor for measuring the outside air
reports an error. This LED flashes every 0.5 seconds, when the connection to the
sensor is disrupted. In this case please contact us. 
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4. Knob “Min. Temperature Inside“
This potentiometer has two functions. Firstly, you can set the minimum inside
temperature until it is allowed to be ventilated and secondly the other function can be
set to “Extra Dry”.

The temperature on the potentiometer ranges from 0°C to 15°C. For example when
the inside air drops below this configurable temperature, the ventilation will be
interrupted and the red LED will be lit (No.5). 

On the extreme left side of the knob is the field “Extra Dry”. 
When the potentiometer knob is adjusted to this field, it also releases less the 7 g
absolute indoor humidity (about 40°% relative humid ity at 20°C) when the outside air
is drier. This setting is particularly suitable for wet basements or garages.
Basically, the internal ventilation temperature is set at 0°C. 

>>> Note: A deep drop in the cellar temperature in winter is not possible because, the
soil’s temperature will not fall below 10°C and thu s the cellar temperature.  

5. Red LED “Too cold”
This indicates that the ventilation has stopped because of the drop in set temperature
(No.4). 

Integrated in addition. The LED reports when the inner sensor is faulty. This LED
signals every 0.5 seconds, when the connection to the inner sensor is disrupted. In
this case check the sensor cable. If the cable is damaged, please contact a qualified
electrician or contact us. 

6. “Power” Switch
With this switch you can turn this device on and off. 
After the unit is switched on for a control check, all 4 LED’s will blink a few times and
the ventilator will run for a minute.

After the control check, the unit will take the first measurements of the air from outside
and inside, and the control unit will start to work. 

The device may be arbitrarily switched on an off. The device is ready for use after the
internal control check. 

The Building dryer GT38 ventilation device is maint enance free. 
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D.  Dealing with mildew and moisture 

The market offers countless mildew control agents, at all prices and many promises.
Well what is best? 

Fact: If the foundation of the mildew growth, namely sufficient moisture no longer
exists, so does Mildew. 

I recommend that you treat the affected areas with low-cost  and high percentage
alcohol.

This alcohol (isopropyl alcohol, methylated spirit) kills and evaporates mildew. 
By doing this you will avoid having abrasive residue on your walls from mildew control
agents.

Also, Stiftung Warentest (German consumer organisation) tested this home remedy
to evaporate mildew in 05/2002 and the verdict was “very good”. 

Take a paper towel to deal with the mildew and at the end throw it in the trash. Please
do not use a mop or ordinary cleaning cloths. 

Do not vacuum the walls and floors before dealing with mildew, because this only will
spread the mildew spores throughout the room. 

High percentage alcohol is easy and inexpensive.
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E. Installation examples 
Basement after flooding 

Building dryer GT38 fitted:

Efflorescence Window wells

Wooden board from a hardware store    Fastened with horizontal bar

Exhaust ventilator in the 2nd window slot                   control unit with blower 
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Installation of the ventilation device in a double garage with core drilling

Double garage                                    130mm core drilling for blower

     Exterior view    Core drilling for exhaust air

Exhaust ventilator            Control unit with blower

Internal sensor at the bottom edge
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Results after 6 weeks: The garage is not wet anymore!

Before After

Moist floor  Improvement on the floor

       Edge of the garage       Improvement in walls and ground 
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Installation in laundry room

Windowpane replaced with Plexiglas. 

The laundry is being aired by the air exchange. 
The sensor registers the increasing humidity levels and automatically begins saving
energy for air exchange, when the outside air is suitable enough.

     Simple basement window             Cut Plexiglas with a jigsaw

        Install the ventilator with a nut and bolt Ventilator installed

Inner sensor near the laundry line               Exterior View of the window well
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F. Cleaning and safety instructions 

Cleaning the device with a dry cloth or a damped cloth can also remove tougher
stains. When cleaning, do not use solvent-containing cleaning agents .
Please do not install the device within the reach of small children or pets. The device
is not a toy.

Install this unit only in areas that do not belong to the hazardous areas of zone 1 and
2. Please contact your local heating contractor. This unit needs a room that has
sufficient air and that is not forced ventilated. These include for example boiler room
with heating or storage facilities for fuel oil.

G. Specifications

Power supply 230V 50Hz

Power output Blower approx. 38W
Exhaust approx. 2W

Air rate Approx. 150 Cubic meter Air/Hour

Operational area 220 Cubic meter

Operating environment
(Out of service T < 0°C inside)

0°C to 60°C

Dimension of control unit with blower
 (Approx. W x H x D)

25,5 x 20,5 x 7,5cm

Dimension of exhaust
 (Approx. W x H x D)

18,5 x 20 x 7,5cm

Micro fuse 20x5mm 230V 0,4A T

Internal electrical fuse 20x5mm 230V 0,05A T
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H.Disposal instructions

According to the WEEE and your national law, do not dispose unit in Household
waste! This product should be handed over to the authorized collection site for
recycling waste electrical and electronic equipment (EEE)!

Building dryer GT38   Eng. Dirk Ottenhues Bergstraße 15 49545 Tecklenburg                                                                                15


